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Methodology of the Research

Samle size: 1000

Mode: Mixed, 600 CAWI + 400 CAPI

Target population: Adult population (18+) of the Czech Republic
Representativeness: Quota representative

Main quota: Age, Education, Gender, Region, Municipality size
Cross quota: Gender*Age, Gender*Education

Data collection: 14.4. — 23. 4. 2023
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Main analytical perspective:
EU Attitudes Index
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EU Attitudes Index - items

Do you personally feel belonging to
Europe, do you feel European?

Imagine if we had a referendum on
leaving the EU, would you vote for
either to stay or to leave?*

Do you think that our national interests
align with those of the European Union?

Do you support the introduction of the
EURO as a currency in Czechia?
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0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Definitely yes . Rather yes Rather no . Definitely no

For item “Imagine if we had a referendum..”, the
response options were “Definitely to stay”, “Rather
to stay”, “Rather to leave”, “Definitely to leave”.
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Sum
top2 Feb

77 % 75 %
64 % 63 %
53 % 51%
24 % 19 %
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EU Attitudes Index
It is still true that younger, richer, and more educated are
more pro EU

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

I I - Strong
. Strong Optimists . Optimists . Pessimists Pessimists

Compare February 2023:
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Trust in national institutions and
balance of powers between national
states and the EU
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Czechs trust local
authorities and
security forces.

They distrust
politicians.

Justice system 1s
middling.
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Do you trust the following
institutions?
Police
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Not even Strong EU optimists support the “Primacy of EU
law” principle.

Should the EU law have supremacy over
national law?

Strong Optimists

Optimists
Pessimists

s

Strong Pessimists I

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

. Definitely yes . Rather yes Rather no . Definitely no . | don't know
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Large split between EU optimists and

pessimists in support for the policy of fund
withholding

Should the EU have means EU Attitudes Index:
to control rule of law o

and corruption in the Strong Optimists

member states by Optimists
withholding EU funds +from

the member state? Pessimists

Strong Pessimists

]
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Definitely yes Rather yes Rather no . Definitely no 99
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Trust in the justice system
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About half:half split in trust in the justice

system

In practice, ordinary courts in Czechia decide
independently of undue financial, political or other
influence. Do you agree with this statement?

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

. Definitely yes . Rather yes . Rather no . Definitely no
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If someone commits a crime in Czechia, how likely
is it that the criminal is convicted?

If a high-ranking police officer in Czechia is
found taking money from a criminal organization,
how likely is this officer to be sent to jail?

Please assume that the government adopts a policy
that is clearly against the Czechia Constitution:
How likely are the courts to be able to correct
the government's anti-constitutional decision?

Please assume that a government officer makes
a decision that is clearly illegal and unfair,
and the affected persons complains against this
decision before the judges. In practice, how
likely is it that the judges are able to correct
the illegal decision?

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

. Very likely . Rather likely . Rather unlikely . Bﬁ{;ﬂ.ﬁ?ly
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Based on the five items above, we construct an

Index

Justice Perception Index

categorized
47 34

0% 25% 90% 75% 100%

- - . Strong
. Strong Optimists Optimists Pessimists Pessimists

STEM [

UROP-U

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT

INSTITUTE FOR EUROPEAN POLICY

12



Government voters more optimistic about courts and justice Reviv
Justice Index by current voting preferences

Government Parties
Non-parliament Opposition
No party

Parliament Opposition

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

. Optimists . Pessimists

Being a party in legal case has no association with trust in the justice system

Have you or a close family member or a close friend of
yours ever been a party to a legal case in a court of
law? *

Yes, in the past three years

Yes, more than three years ago

No (or not that | know of)

25% 50% 75% 100%

. Optimists . Pessimists

STEM @ * Note: there were 10% with recent experience, 28% with UROPEUI\/I

experience older than three years, 62% with no experience.
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Corruption
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Acceptability of different forms of petty
corruption

Acquiring an earlier date for an operation in
a hospital via a friend or relative

Acquiring an earlier date for an operation in
a hospital for a bribe

Paying a bribe to get a child to a selective
school

Giving a bribe to a policeman when caught for
a misdemeanor

0% 30% 60% 90%

Definitely Rather Rather Definitely
acceptable acceptable unacceptable unacceptable

. | don't know
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Relatively few people felt that a bribe was
expected from them

Regardless of the situation, have you personally had
the feeling during the last 12 months that someone
expected a bribe from you?

I 8 24 _

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

B Definitely yes Rather yes Rather no /] Definitely no

* Note: 69 % agree with the statement that corruption is a part of our culture.
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Minority rights
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EU optimists
more likely to
protect
minority
rights
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Some people claim that the protection of
minority rights is an essential element of
democracies. Others claim that minorities
deserve no special treatment and it is the
majority’s will that should be prioritized in a
democracy. Which perspective comes closer to

EU Attltﬁﬂgﬁ *
41 17 .3

I ndeXSlrong Optimists
Optimists 31 27 -

KR ’
Pessimists 15 28 30 0
KA

Strong Pessimists 25 24 Dt

/o 25% 50% 75% 100%

. Fully with first one Rather with the first one
Rather with the second one . Fully with the second one

I don't know/No opinion

*Note: Population sum for fully or rather
with the first one is 49 %, with second
one: 37%, IDK: 14%.
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EU Attitudes Index and protection of minorities.

Some people claim that different minority groups enjoy different levels of protection Czechia. To
what extent do you think the rights of the following groups are in fact protected?

The homeless

Jews

People with mental or physical handicap

Migrants

LGBT community (gays, lesbians, transsexuals)

The Roma

25% 50% 75%

Not protected Protected Overly ,
. enough . enough protected . I don't know

2-

0

-
(=]
S-
2

25% 50% 75%

Not protected Protected Overly ,
. enough . enough protected . I don't know

-

0

Reviv

-
(=]
=
2

S I E M INSTITUT PRO EVROPSKOU POLITIKU
INSTITUTE FOR EUROPEAN POLICY




Reviv

Being a foreigner or a person of an ethnic minority is most likely seen
as a trait resulting in disadvantage in the justice system.

Imagine that the local police detain two persons equally suspected of committing a crime. In your
opinion, which of the following characteristics would place one of them at a disadvantage? Would
it be a disadvantage for him/her if the suS/ﬁis:

29

A foreigner (immigrant)

A person from an ethnic group

other than the majority o

A poor person 24

A homosexual 36
A person from religion other

than Christianity 33

A male 33

A female 36

. Definitely yes Rather yes Rather no . Definitely no . | don't know
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Media and free speech
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A big minority seems concerned about free
speech.

People like me can express their
opinions openly in public

In Czechia, people can freely express
opinions against the government without
fear of being harassed for it.

In Czechia, the media (TV, radio,
newspapers) can freely express opinions
against government officials, policies
and actions without fear of retaliation.

In Czechia, civil society organizations
can freely express opinions against
government policies and actions without
fear of retaliation.

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Definitely Definitely
. yes . Rather yes . Rather no no

I don't

know
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There is a strong support for freedom of speech,
including for extreme political views.

Which of the following two statements do you
rather agree with?=*

1. Everyone should be free to express their
political views whatever they are.

2. Those with extreme political views should be
prevented from expressing them openly.

By Freedom of Speech Index

Optimists

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

. First One . Second One [ don't know/No opinion

*Note: Population sum is 76% for the first

statement, 20% for the second, 4% don’t
Know.
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Vice pravomoci EU pri pandemii

Vice pravomoci EU pfi pandemii (2021) Vice pravomoci EU pfi pandemii (2023)
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22,4

27,4

38,6 21,0

= Urcité ano Spise ano SpisSe ne = Urcité ne = Definitely yes Rather yes Rather no = Definitely no | don't know
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Kontakty

Vit Havelka - vhavelka@europeum.org

Jaromir Mazak — jaromir.mazak@stem.cz

Funded by
the European Union
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